Witness the Power

Coach's Corner

Coaches Corner:

Christmas Break is upon us and probably much needed as we ended with five one goal
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having a great opportunity to get some experience at the national level with Team Canada
West out in Penticton, BC. Jameson hasn’t played as much in recent games, but we will
surely have to rely on his experience from last year down the stretch. Tyler Ampe has been
a present surprise for our hockey team many nights looking like a veteran in net and
staying composed when the game is on the line. With twenty-one games in roughly forty-
two days we will definitely need both these young men to be ready on any given night.

Our defensive group started off very stingy in the first part of the season and coming into
November we were battling for the least amount of goals allowed. Since November though
our team has allowed to many easy goals in our staff’s opinion. We are not focused on
taking care of the area around our net and we have to many defenseman who are too
worried about points and not realizing it will be their defensive play that will help them
move on to higher leagues not their points. When we get back from break we have to get



back to being accountable for our own end of the ice and working hard on our defense first
mentality.

Up front we have had a nice range of players contributing throughout the season. Tyler
Stevenson has lead the way goal wise since day one and has been followed by several other
forwards helping in the offensive department. Byron Katapaytuk when on his game is a
force and he has proven this throughout the year, but especially when he amassed fourteen
points in four games earlier this month. We will definitely rely on these two throughout the
second half. Jace Balwin has been a great addition to our squad and the play of Blake Boaz
has definitely helped our team. Overall before December when he was assaulted by a local
one evening many thought he was our best player. He missed some games due to a
concussion and is slowly getting back to where we need him on the ice. We are just
thankful nothing serious I ullRvamt.

While I have sp ﬁtop guys up front I believe 1tc
made this succeé . Jaret Leclair has played some good ho
Ryan Wildman is Proving to be another good addition and is one of o
players on the tea

ach McCool seems to be healthy and helpmg i
With him being a p ce in front of the net and drawm '

horses that have

ughout the year,

martest hockey
ays he can.

work ethic. We feel w nd with
a bit of tweaking we can any of
our forway cause
We need t

solidify o

We will b X 2 or a few weeks. We are still waiting to
hear abo e final dlagnoses on his lo ' njury, but it is looking at the minimum
four weeks before he will be back in the " He will remam back in Sault Ste. Marie
until then to get the prg - j . ecovery and hope he can

The first half hasn’t just been successful Mice. The Lakers’ team has been involved in
several different functions to help the community. Many of these have been reported in the
Times and West End Weekly and we thank both these papers for their continued help. We
have also had success with Robert Moore School with our adopt-a-school program and we
thank them for their continued support. Our fan support has been the best in the league.
We average the most fans around 350 in the league. We thank the community for their
support. Without your support we wouldn’t be able to operate.

We will resume practice on Monday December 27" and get ready quickly for action
against the Senior Thunderhawks on Tuesday December 28™ at 7:30 pm. We then will have
to travel to Duluth on New Years Eve to play a one game series now as our game on
January 1%, 2011 has been rescheduled due to the Wisconsin Badgers football team being



in the rose bowl until January 23rd. Our next home series will be Friday January 7™ and
8™ at the IFK Arena both start times of 7:30 pm.

On behalf of the board of directors, team and fan club I would like to wish our volunteers,
sponsors, fans, and the Rainy River District a safe and happy Merry Christmas and New
Year. We would also like to wish the best of luck to sports reporter Dan Falloon on his
moving to Portage la Prairie, MB. He will be sorely missed with all he did for our
community sports.




